
Spot Request Instructions  

1. Overview  

Site-specific (spot) forecasts are issued by WFOs in support of wildfire management, and natural resource 
management. These forecasts aid the land management and fire control agencies in protecting life and 
property during wildland fires, hazardous fuels reduction, and rehabilitation and restoration of natural 
resources. Spot forecasts are also issued for hazardous materials incidents, Search and Recovery and other 
threats to public safety. 

2. Open the Spot Request Page  

 The Spot Request link (written in red) is located on the National Weather Service, Sacramento Fire 
Weather Page. Once on the main page, select the "Submit a new Spot Request" link.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/firewx/?wfo=sto&interface=fwzones
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/firewx/?wfo=sto&interface=fwzones


 

3. Filling out the Spot Request Form  

 Enter the information needed into each block for your burn, note required fields are indicated in RED. 
Weather observations are not indicated as required on the Spot Forecast Request page, but they are 
desired for an accurate Spot Forecast.  

 Accurate Location is essential: Enter LAT/LON in decimal format; ex. 38.0477 / -119.0930 or via 
degrees, 39 16 07 / -119 56 18.  

 On-site Weather Observations are very important, especially if there is no RAWS nearby the burn. 
Peak heating and early morning observation times are the most important. We will also assume that 
your wind observations are eye-level winds, unless you are using a RAWS or state otherwise.  

 The Remarks Section should be used for any additional information (the more details the better!), 
especially "Go, No Go" weather thresholds for the burn. In addition please provide feedback on 
weather forecast.  For example, relative humidity forecast too low by 5% and wind direction off by 50 
degrees. This feedback is extremely important for us to improve the forecast.  

 Requests should be submitted through dispatch centers or staffed offices, so forecasters have a 
contact point to confirm the information has been received.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any additional 
info that may 
be needed  

Decimals or 
degrees, minutes, 
seconds  



 

 Once the form is completed, select the "Submit Request" icon at the bottom.  
 Please call the National Weather Service in Sacramento (916) 979-3047), to confirm the request was 

received.  

4. Completed Spot Request  

 Once request is received, the fire weather forecaster will: 1) complete wildfire spot requests as soon as 
possible, 2) use information given in the remarks section to determine timeline, or 3) may call back for 
more clarification.  

 On the Spot Request Page, your request will show up as a green square icon on the map, this means 
it is still Pending. The user should select the link for his/her spot request while still pending in 
order to confirm the location and all other requested information is correct.  

 Once the request is complete, it will show up as a red square icon on the map, and the Status 
Message will display the completed time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Color scheme of 
square icon on map 

• Questions/Feedback 

will be purple 

 



 The Spot Request Forecast will contain a general discussion section, and the forecast of the submitted 
weather elements broken into 12 hour blocks.  

 The final section of the Spot Forecast is the requested "Feedback" page. Please take the time to fill out 
this section with feedback, good or bad.  If the forecast is unrepresentative, you should provide 
feedback so we can correct or re-initialize the forecast. We need your feedback to help improve the 
forecasts.  

5. Ongoing Fire Spot Requests  

 When multiple spot requests will be submitted for ongoing wildfires or prescribed burns, try using the 
"Spot Request" calendar to save yourself some time. The “Calendar link is located below the date 
(see figure above).  

o Note: The webpage will only let you request a “wildfire” spot for the current day.  So 
individual wildfire spot requests will need to be submitted daily. 

 Once you select the calendar link, a 30-day calendar view will be displayed with all previous and/or 
future spot requests.  

 

 

 

 Select the desired day and then select your previous spot request. At the bottom of the Spot Forecast 
page is the link, "Copy Info to New Spot Request". Select this link to quickly fill out the spot request 
when the majority of the information is the same.  

 


